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unhappy discords which have so long distracted Ireland, * * *
The Government is ready, in default of the adoption of their
present proposals for Home Rule, to take the necessary steps for
the assembling of such a convention."1
It was, indeed, as any Irishman could have told Mr. Lloyd
George, and as the event was to prove, a great deal too much
to hope. It suggests besides an incorrigible vice in Mr. Lloyd
George. He could not be loyal to a colleague nor trust an expert.
Carson, who knew Ireland, had proposed a policy: it had been
adopted by the Government and was to be offered to the Irish
Nationalists. If there had been no alternative they might have
taken it. But Mr. Lloyd George hesitates, hints to the Nation-
alists at throwing over Carson, and at the last moment takes
from them their own suggestion which he proposes as an alter-
native. What could be expected from such treacheries but the
confusion and disappointment with which, in the event, they
were rewarded ?
Mr. Redmond replied at once rejecting the Government policy
and accepting his own.
A few days later the matter was debated in the House of
Commons, and the Prime Minister promised that " if substantial
agreement should be reached " the Government would " accept
the responsibility for taking all the necessary steps to enable
the Imperial Parliament to give legislative effect to the conclu-
sions of the Convention."
If Carson was disappointed he concealed it. His proposal, after
all, had been a forlorn hope. He had not in the slightest degree,
as he told the House, modified his opinion which he had sup-
ported for thirty-five years, " that the best solution of Irish
Government is the maintenance of the Union between Great
Britain and Ireland.*' He had thought, nevertheless, that to tell
the Ulstermen they could stand out until they should see it was
their advantage to go in " and at the same time create a general
Council which would bring all Irishmen together for Ireland's
good " was the best hope for a settlement.
That, however, had been rejected, and he could not tell if the
Unionist Council would accept the invitation. Whatever decision
they might take he would be with them to the end: " I have
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